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sometimes there will be judicial deci-
sions that we believe are poorly rea-
soned and others we just do not like. 
However, efforts by the Congress to 
force the courts to look at our tran-
sient wishes, rather than the Constitu-
tion, would only serve to undermine 
the very institution in which we serve. 

As a Member of Congress with a 
strong interest in improving the rela-
tionship between the legislative and ju-
dicial branches, I have formed, with 
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. 
BIGGERT), a bipartisan congressional 
caucus dedicated to this goal. Our cau-
cus consists of some 30 Members from 
both sides of the aisle, and I encourage 
my colleagues who share our goal to 
join our efforts to restore the historic 
comity between our two branches. 

One hundred and seventy-four years 
ago, Mr. Speaker, Chief Justice Mar-
shall warned of the great scourge of a 
dependent judiciary to be inflicted 
upon an ungrateful and sinning people. 
Let us not forget his wise admonition. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF LIEUTENANT 
PANTANO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I have spoken several times 
about Second Lieutenant Ilario 
Pantano, a Marine who served our Na-
tion bravely in both Gulf Wars and who 
now stands accused of murder for de-
fending himself and this country. 

During his service in Iraq last year, 
Lieutenant Pantano was faced with a 
very difficult situation that caused 
him to make a split-second decision to 
defend his life. He felt threatened by 
the actions of two insurgents under his 
watch; and in an act of self-defense, he 
had to resort to force; 21⁄2 months later, 
a sergeant under his command, who 
never saw the shooting, accused him of 
murder. Lieutenant Pantano now faces 
two counts of murder. 

Mr. Speaker, what is happening to 
this young man is an injustice. Lieu-
tenant Pantano has served this Nation 
with great honor. My personal experi-
ences with him and his family convince 
me that he is a dedicated family man 
and a man who loves his corps and his 
country. 

But I am not the only one who be-
lieves he is innocent. Yesterday, I read 
excerpts of pieces from the Washington 
Times and respected journalist Mona 
Charen defending Lieutenant Pantano. 

I have received letters and e-mails 
from Vietnam veterans who sym-
pathize with him and ask that I do 
something to help him. They know 
what it is like to be in battle with an 
unconventional enemy. One second can 
make the difference between life and 
death. 

I have read excerpts from his combat 
fitness report in which his superiors 
praised his leadership and talent, even 
recommended him for promotion. 

Mr. Speaker, Lieutenant Pantano 
was, by all accounts, an exceptional 
Marine. 

Yesterday, Lieutenant Pantano and 
his attorneys waived his right to have 
an article 32 hearing and had decided 
that they want to go straight to trial. 
They are so convinced that he will be 
proven innocent that they want to 
speed the process along. 

In a letter yesterday, Lieutenant 
Pantano’s mother wrote: ‘‘My son, our 
family, and millions of concerned citi-
zens, Marines and soldiers were assured 
that the article 32 pretrial hearing 
would bring everything out in the 
wash, and we have been patient with a 
process that has been grueling for my 
son’s family. The problem is that if the 
government is the machine and my son 
is the laundry, they are not adding any 
water.’’ 

Thus far, the prosecution has not pre-
sented the witnesses and the evidence 
that they claim to have, and Lieuten-
ant Pantano had no reason to believe 
that they would do so at the hearing. 
No such evidence appears to exist. 

Mr. Speaker, I have put in a resolu-
tion, House Resolution 167, to support 
Lieutenant Pantano as he faces trial. I 
hope that my colleagues in the House 
will take some time to read my resolu-
tion, look into this situation for them-
selves. Lieutenant Pantano’s mother 
also has a Web site that I encourage 
people to visit. The address is 
www.defendthedefenders.org. 

Mr. Speaker, as I close, I ask the 
good Lord in heaven to please bless our 
men and women in uniform whether in 
Iraq or Afghanistan, to bless them and 
their families across this country, and 
also I ask the good Lord to please be 
with the family of Lieutenant Pantano 
and that I believe he will be exoner-
ated, and he is a great man, a great 
Marine; and God bless America. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to address the 
House and take the time of the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 

f 

BANKRUPTCY REFORM 
LEGISLATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the 
word ‘‘bankrupt’’ as we know it today 
comes from the 16th century Italian 
banca rotta, which literally means bro-
ken bench. It refers to a legend that 
said when a money trader became in-
solvent, the bench or table which he 
used in the market was literally bro-
ken. The Latin root of the word in-
cludes ‘‘corrupt’’ in the meaning. 

The bankruptcy bill that the Repub-
licans forced on the American people in 
this House today is as broken a bench 
and as corrupt a piece of legislation as 
I have seen in this House. 

Republicans are providing nothing 
less than money tribute of, by and for 
credit card companies; and just like 
the tribute demanded by the corrupt 
leaders in ancient times, this money 
will be extracted from the American 
people, even if it means children will 
go hungry. 

Do not let the Republicans mislead 
my colleagues for one money-grubbing, 
greed-pandering minute. The Repub-
lican bill threatens single mothers and 
children who rely on child support 
from a spouse who files for bankruptcy. 

Credit card companies demanded, and 
the Republicans caved in, on a provi-
sion that says credit card debt will sur-
vive bankruptcy and compete on an 
even basis with kids and moms for the 
limited dollars left in bankruptcy. One 
of the Republican Members said, well, 
we have to do that. What if all the 
money went to the mothers and kids? 
Well, now, what kind of family values 
are those? They ought to go to the 
children and the mothers. 

The Republicans shout family values, 
but they just sold the women and the 
children down the river. Single moth-
ers and children will have to fight the 
credit card companies in court for 
whatever meager assets remain after 
bankruptcy. It will not be any just di-
vision. They will have to go in and arm 
wrestle with the credit card companies 
to make sure that they get food and 
shelter for their kids. 

One credit card company television 
commercial says, ‘‘Don’t leave home 
without it.’’ Maybe they can make a 
new commercial that says: You might 
not have home, or food, with it. 

Protecting children is more impor-
tant than satisfying the insatiable 
greed of credit card companies. Any 
person who supports this bill opposes 
our responsibility as a Congress and as 
a Nation to protect our most vulner-
able population, the children. 

The line must be drawn. The vote 
should have been the other way in this 
House, but the American people must 
know who is willing to feed corporate 
greed ahead of feeding vulnerable kids. 

My distinguished colleague, the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
MALONEY), had proposed an amendment 
which would ensure that the debtors 
make child support payments ahead of 
credit card payments. The Republicans 
would not even allow it to be heard in 
this House. They had their marching 
orders, and these orders come directly 
from the credit companies. 
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Banca rotta, the bench is corrupt, 

the bench is broken. 
We are a Nation of laws, but we are 

also a Nation that legislates on a foun-
dation of religious and spiritual values. 

b 1645 

Nothing in Christianity or Judaism 
or Islam supports the concept of usury 
against the defenseless, but that is ex-
actly what this corrupt, broken bench 
does: It pits women and children 
against credit card companies. Cor-
porate lawyers will get their money re-
gardless of whether women and chil-
dren get their dinner. Shame on the 
credit card companies for demanding 
this, and shame on the Republican ma-
jority for caving in. Republicans are 
enslaving the American people to cred-
it card companies. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FORTENBERRY). The Chair will remind 
all persons in the gallery that they are 
here as guests of the House and that 
any manifestation of approval or dis-
approval of proceedings or other audi-
ble conversation is in violation of the 
rules of the House. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take my 
Special Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 

f 

AMERICA NEEDS COMPREHENSIVE 
ENERGY POLICY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
tomorrow is April 15, an important 
day. It is tax day. Today, millions of 
Americans are in the process of filing 
their taxes. When all is said and done, 
many will get a refund from Uncle 
Sam. Hopefully, these refunds will not 
be needed to pay to fill up their gas 
tank. 

At every town hall meeting I have 
held, the price of gasoline has been a 
significant issue. Last weekend when I 
was at home in my district, I saw gas 
costing $2.15 and $2.24 and even higher 
per gallon. The prices do not seem to 
be coming down any time soon. 

If we had a comprehensive energy 
plan in place, we might not have seen 
these massive price increases. The time 
to act is now. 

What are the facts? Well, since 2001, 
the average price of gasoline increased 
86 percent, from $1.23 to $2.29 a gallon. 
U.S. imports of oil over that period of 
time have increased by more than 10 
percent, and the price of a barrel of oil 

has more than doubled from just over 
$23 to over $50 a barrel today. 

Many remember the early 1970s when 
we sat in lines to get our gasoline, and 
those lines often stretched for blocks 
and blocks. That gave us a lot of time 
to think, and most of us vowed that 
our Nation should never be dependent 
on foreign oil again. 

Today, however, the sad truth is we 
are actually more dependent on foreign 
oil than we were then. So, as tax day 
arrives, let us be certain that we adopt 
an energy policy so comprehensive that 
future tax refunds will do more than 
just get spent on a tank of gas. 

f 

HONORING JOSIE GRAY BAIN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life of Josie Gray Bain, a 
brilliant woman who was a dedicated 
wife, mother, and pioneer educator, 
who I had the distinct honor to work 
with closely when I served on the Los 
Angeles School Board. 

Josie Gray Bain was born in Atlanta, 
Georgia, where she attended elemen-
tary and high school. Shortly after 
graduation from high school, she met 
and married Reverend John C. Bain of 
Los Angeles. In the fall of 1930, Josie 
Bain relocated to Spring Hill, Ten-
nessee, where she and her husband 
began their first ministerial appoint-
ment. Their son, John David, was born 
soon thereafter. Both Josie and her 
husband enrolled at Drake University, 
where Josie received her B.S. degree 
with honors and continued to do grad-
uate work there. 

In 1942, Josie Bain moved with her 
husband to Los Angeles, California. 
She completed her graduate studies at 
California State College in Los Ange-
les, Immaculate Heart College, and the 
University of Southern California. 

In 1948, she began her career in edu-
cation with the Los Angeles Unified 
School District as an elementary 
schoolteacher at Marianna Avenue Ele-
mentary School. After teaching several 
years, she was promoted to positions of 
ever-increasing responsibility. Josie 
ended her brilliant career as Associate 
Superintendent of Instruction, the first 
African American in the history of the 
Los Angeles Unified School District to 
be appointed to the position. 

Josie Bain was an active member of 
several professional and civic organiza-
tions, including Delta Kappa Gamma, 
Education Sorority; Delta Sigma 
Theta, Education Sorority; National 
Council of Negro Women; the Urban 
League; United Methodist Women; and 
the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People. She 
founded and served as president of the 
Interchange For Community Action, 
which provided scholarships for many 
disadvantaged minorities for more 
than two decades. 

Josie Bain devoted her life to her 
family, God, community, and her 

church. She lived her life with style, 
grace, integrity, and vitality. Her dedi-
cation to helping children was recog-
nized by all those whom she touched, 
and her accomplishments were evi-
denced by numerous awards and honors 
bestowed upon her throughout her life. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GUTKNECHT addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

REAUTHORIZE AMTRAK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Mr. Speaker, today we introduced a bi-
partisan Amtrak reauthorization bill 
that will truly serve America’s trav-
eling public. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Chairman 
YOUNG), the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
LATOURETTE), and the ranking mem-
ber, the gentleman from Minnesota 
(Mr. OBERSTAR), for joining me in this 
effort. This is truly a bipartisan effort 
and shows the strong support Amtrak 
has within the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure and the Con-
gress. 

The current funding issues con-
cerning Amtrak brings up a funda-
mental question of where this Nation 
stands on public transportation. We 
have an opportunity to improve a sys-
tem that serves our need for passenger 
rail service, or we can just let it fall 
apart and leave this country’s travelers 
and businesses with absolutely no al-
ternative form of public transpor-
tation. 

Without the funding Amtrak needs to 
keep operational, we will soon see peo-
ple that rely on Amtrak to get to work 
each day waiting for a train that is not 
coming. We continue to subsidize high-
ways and aviation, but when it comes 
to passenger rail service we refuse to 
provide the money Amtrak needs to 
survive. 

This issue is bigger than just trans-
portation. This is about safety and na-
tional security. Not only should we be 
giving Amtrak the money it needs to 
continue to provide service, we should 
be providing security money to up-
grade their tracks and improve safety 
and security measures in the entire 
rail system. 

Once again, we see the Bush adminis-
tration paying for its failed policy by 
cutting funds to public service and 
jeopardizing more American jobs. This 
administration sees nothing wrong 
with taking money from the hard- 
working Amtrak employees who work 
day and night to provide top-quality 
service to their passengers. These folks 
are trying to make a living for their 
families, and they do not deserve such 
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